Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.064; wR factor = 0.187; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.7.
The title compound, [Ni(C 2 Cl 3 O 2 ) 2 (C 5 H 5 N) 4 ], was prepared by the reaction of pyridine and trichloroacetatonickel(II) in ethanol solution at room temperature. The Ni II atom is located on a twofold rotation axis and has a slightly distorted octahedral coordination made up of four N atoms of the pyridine ligands and two O atoms of trichloroacetate anions. The molecular structure and packing are stabilized by intraand intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonding interactions.
Related literature
For the structural and magnetic properties of transition metal complexes involving a pyridine or a substituted pyridine ligand, see: Crawford & Hatfield (1977) ; Marsh et al. (1981) ; Swank & Willett (1980) . For Ni-O and Ni-N bond lengths, see: Bentiss et al. (2002) ; Rodopoulos et al. (2001) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 2 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1997); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
Comment
The structural and magnetic properties of transition metal complexes in the solid state have been the subjects of numerous recent publications. This is particularly true for the cases where L is pyridine or a substituted pyridine (Swank & Willett, 1980; Marsh et al., 1981; Crawford & Hatfield, 1977) . Much of this work has been concerned with the correlation of the structural properties of these complexes with their magnetic properties. In order to search for new complexes of this type, we synthesized the title compound and report its crystal structure here.
The title compound contains one nickel(II), four pyridine ligands and two trichloroacetic acid molecules. The coordination sphere of the nickel(II) ion is best described as a slightly distorted octahedron. The Ni-O and Ni-N bond lengths are in agreement with those reported recently (Bentiss et al., 2002; Rodopoulos et al., 2001) . The crystal packing is stabilized by C-H···O intra-and intermolecular hydrogen interaction (Table 1) .
Experimental
The title compound was obtained by adding pyridine (4 mmol) dropwise to a solution of nickel(II) trichloroacetic acid (1 mmol) in ethanol (30 ml) under stirred for 1 h at room temperature. A green solution was formed and after a few days block crystals precipitated.
Refinement
H atoms were fixed geometrically and allowed to ride on their attached atoms, with C-H and N-H distances of 0.93-0.96 and 0.86 Å, and with U iso = 1.2U eq . Fig. 1 . The structure of the title compound showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atom-numbering scheme.
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Tetrapyridinebis(trichloroacetato)nickel(II)
Crystal data [Ni(C 2 Symmetry codes: (ii) −x+1, y, −z+1/2; (iii) −x, y, −z+1/2. Fig. 1 
